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Sir Shri Ram

(1884-1963)

An eminent and public-spirited philanthropist, an outstanding industrialist and one of the
trend setting far-sighted leaders of the Indian Business community, Lala Shri Ram, the
enigmatic visionary behind the institution, was born on April 27, 1884. The first son of Madan
Mohan Lal and Chando Devi, Lala Shri Ram completed his education in Delhi. In 1909, hejoined
DCM at a young age of 25 years. He possessed an analytical mind, an infinite capacity for work,
and a knack for human relations. During his life, Lala Shri Ram's main emphasis was on
vocational, technical and women's education. As farback as 1920, he had decided to conductthe
first experiment in vocation-oriented education by founding the Commercial Education Trust.
The first school taken over by Commercial Education Trust was the Commercial High School.
Commercial High School was raised in 1926 to the standard of an Intermediate College in 1930
to a degree college and in 1934 to a post-graduate College. In 1942, Lala Shri Ram became the
Chairman of the Governing Body of the College. By the year 1948, although comparatively
young among the colleges of University of Delhi, the Commercial College had the maximum
enrolment possible under the University rules. In 1949, it was proposed to rename the College
as 'Shri Ram College of Commerce' but it took two years to implement it due to the reticence of
Lala ShriRam.

Lala Shri Ram's association with the College continued till 1962, when because of ailing health,
heresigned. His health continued to deteriorate and he passed away on January 11,1963. On the
death of Lala Shri Ram, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan, the then President of India said, “He was not only a
great industrialist, but helped many good causes. His contribution to education is memorable”.
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